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(it) led me towards the light.”

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, M.D.- author, On
Death and Dying

“I read it straight through — couldn’t put it
down.”

Sanaya Roman - author, Living With
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“When You Can Walk on Water, Take the
Boat,is a gentle reminder that the truth
works in mysterious ways.”

Rodney Crowell - Country Music Singer

“When You Can Walk on Water, Take the
Boat is a needed reminder of the inner
power we all possess and an inspiring story
for anyone struggling with life’s problems.”
Linda Kramer - H.J.Kramer, Inc., Pub-
lishers

“John Harricharan’s, When You Can Walk on
Water, Take the Boat is eloquent and touch-
ing. It is the discovery of truth and love that
we must all make sometime in our life”
Deepak Chopra, M.D.- author, The
Seven Spiritual Laws of Success

“John Harricharan brings the gift of a re-
freshing perception which leads to the
doorway of discovery. I delight in reading
his book.”

Alan Cohen - author, The Dragon
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“When You Can Walk on Water, Take the
Boat, is a friendly oasis of wisdom that will
help you make sense of this often madden-
ing experience we call living. You won't
finish this book unchanged.”

Paul Zuromski - Founder, Body, Mind
and Spirit magazine

“When You Can Walk on Water, Take the
Boat is a remarkable book and I relished
page after page of what was expressed. It’s
simply too good a piece of material to be
limited... .”
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“When You Can Walk on Water, Take the
Boat, is a remarkable book! It has stayed
with me for many months and I find myself
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Carol Hyatt - Co-author, When Smart
People Fail
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When You Can Walk on Water, Take the Boat

everyone knows, compliments don't pay the bills. | had
built an excellent management team and we were
expanding our horizons. But still, at times | felt so alone
in what | was doing.

The sound of the ringing phone woke me from my
reverie. It was our plant manager calling to inform me
that an entire production line had to be shut down immed-
iately. “Do whatever you can. I'll be over shortly,” was all
I could say. Another phone call. The voice of my secre-
tary heralded the type of calls | would receive all day. “It's
Mr. Abe Ludic,” she said. “Do you want me to tell him
you'll call him later?”

“No, I'll take it,” | replied.

She switched the call to my line and for the next five
minutes | explained to Mr. Ludic why a past due bill
remained unpaid.

Phone calls for the purpose of collecting past due pay-
ments coupled with the company’s financial situation were
enough to drive me to distraction. We had recently applied
for a substantial loan from a local bank only to have the
banker laugh at us.

Whenever | feel like becoming depressed, there is a
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game | play with. It always seems to work. | stop doing
everything and say to myself, “Now, John, since you like
to do everything well, take the next ten or fifteen minutes
and become as depressed as possible. Wallow in your mis-
ery. Think of how terrible things are and how the entire
world is against you. Note how everyone you know goes
out of his way to make your life unpleasant. Think of how
very unfortunate you are. Now, as soon as the second hand
on your watch reaches twelve, start.” When the second
hand reaches twelve | try to become as miserable as pos-
sible. Within a few minutes I'm laughing so hard at the
absurd nature of my thoughts that the depression vanishes.

Somehow or other, | was able to make it through to
lunch time. We were able to get the production line back
on stream and Mr. Ludic agreed to wait for another week.

I don't normally eat lunch. In fact, | could go without
breakfast and lunch without ever feeling uncomfortable.
Today was no exception. | had a strong urge, however, to
leave the office and go for an invigorating walk. It would
be refreshing, I thought, to get out of the office for a while.

I'd gone quite a few blocks when | decided to return
by an alternate route which would take me past a quaint
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little restaurant. So demanding was my morning that I'd
taken a longer walk than usual. As | approached a corner,
I had the persistent feeling that there was an appoint-
ment | may have forgotten. I've been known to forget
appointments before so, instead of returning to the office,
| figured I'd use the pay phone in the restaurant, call my
office and check whether or not there was an appointment.

I quickly walked up to the restaurant, opened the door
and entered, looking for a phone. Although the restau-
rant bustled with lunch customers, I located one on the
other side of the room, went over and dialed my office. |
asked whether | had an afternoon appointment and was
assured that I didn't. | breathed a sigh of relief, but could
not shake the strange, nagging feeling that | had to meet
someone. Since | was already in the restaurant, | decided
to have a quick lunch.

| approached the hostess who looked at me, smiled
sweetly and said, “Mr. H., please follow me.” As | followed
her across the dining room, | thought how flattering it
was that she recognized me. It's a small northeastern town
I live in. It's an even smaller town that | work in. AImost
everybody knows one another. She led me to a table over
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by the far corner near a window. | thanked her and even
before | was properly seated, she said, “Your other party
will be here soon.”

“My other party?” | asked. | was surprised since no
one, not even myself, knew | would be stopping at this
restaurant. Noticing my surprise, she looked around and
said, “Oh, here he is now. Enjoy your lunch.”

Up to my table strode Gideon. Ignoring my questioning
gaze, he seated himself, smiled and said, “Fine day it is.”

“Fine day it is, indeed! But what are you doing here?”
I asked not rudely, but rather out of surprise.

“Hope you don’t mind my joining you.”

“Of course not. But | certainly didn't think | was going
to see you again so soon.” | was becoming somewhat
confused. First the incident in the parking lot, then the
strange urge to walk past the restaurant, followed by my
decision to have lunch and, finally, meeting Gideon
again. “Did you make reservations or plan to be here for
lunch today?”

“Yes, | made the reservations for both of us.”

“How did you know I'd be here? Even | didn't know.”

“Just had a feeling. You have these feelings at times,
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don't you? The phone rings and you know who's calling.
You think of someone you haven't heard from in years
and you receive a letter from that person. Just had a hunch
that you'd be here and | took the chance.”

“I was thinking about you. | wondered whether | was
ever going to see the bearded man whose car broke down
in our parking lot. By the way, is everything fixed now?
Does it run OK?”

“Runs better than ever.” His eyes seemed even more
piercing than in our previous encounter. They seemed to
probe the very depths of my mind, leaving me to feel that
I could hide nothing from him. “Didn’t think you'd make
it this time either,” he continued, as if speaking to himself.

“Pardon me?”

“Oh, nothing. | talk to myself sometimes.”

“Well, since you're here, I'll say it's good to see you,
again. Let's have a quick bite because I've got to be back
at the office shortly.”

“One of your problems, John, is that you hurry too
much. Yesterday in the parking lot, you were in a rush.
Today at lunch, you're in a hurry again. Take some time
to enjoy life. Everyone has the same measure of time, you
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know. Twenty-four hours a day. It's what you do with
your time that's important.”

I really didn't think | needed to be preached to today,
but I wanted to be as polite as possible. “It's easy for you
to say,” | replied. “I have responsibilities, you know. A
business to run — things to do. Sometimes the burden
of it all gets to me.”

“Only if you let it. And everyone has responsibilities.
Do you know that the word responsibility could mean
‘ability to respond™? Do you have a business to run or do
you have a business that runs you?”

For someone | was meeting for only the second time,
he certainly had a lot of opinions about me. A good
philosophical discussion, however, always brightens
my day and besides, there was some truth in what he
had said. “You seem to have things nice and easy,”
I quipped. “Where do you work and what do you
do, anyway?”

A strange look came over those dark eyes. “Actually
I'm a trouble shooter,” he said, “a jack-of-all-trades, if
you will. What you'd probably call a consultant for my
company, if you know what | mean.”
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“And your company?”

“It's called G & M Enterprises, Inc. It's not the car
company. I'm sure you've never heard of it.”

“Can’t say that | have. Is it a large corporation?”

“To a certain extent — very diverse — in many coun-
tries. World headquarters in the Big City with branch
offices throughout the country.”

“What do they make or do?”

“Somewhat of a service company, more or less.”

Sensing his reluctance to offer more information and
not wanting to be rude I asked, “Are you on vacation now?”

“No. Actually, I'm on assignment. I'll be in this area
for a little while.”

“Do you live around here?”

“Not really. Just passing through. After completion of
my current assignment, I'll be on the road again.”

“Well, I hope they give you a better car,” | said with a
laugh, remembering his problems of the evening before.

He smiled, and changed the conversation back to my
work. “So things aren't going too well with your busi-
ness?” he asked.

“We've been struggling for a long time, a real long time,
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Gideon. There are times when we think we see light at
the end of the tunnel, but more often than not it's a freight
train. It's tough.” | was surprised to find myself speaking
this way to a stranger. | normally don't share my prob-
lems with those who aren’t close to me, but somehow
this time seemed different.

“Why struggle? A seasoned swimmer does not struggle
against the water. He flows with it, using it as a means of
reaching his goal. Don't struggle, just follow the flow. Let
the river of life carry you.”

The restaurant was mostly empty now. In between our
conversation we'd managed to finish our brief lunch. Only
two tables across from us were occupied. | glanced at my
watch. It was time to go. But my strange friend wasn't
ready to leave. He gave me the impression that he wanted
to tell me something. Again, | had that sense of forebod-
ing— not quite foreboding, but almost like | was getting
involved in things for which | wasn't ready nor prepared.
| paid the bill and he offered to pay his share, but I refused.
He thanked me and got up.

“Do you have a business card?” | asked. He reached
into his pocket, pulled out a card and handed it to me.
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“Thank you. | must say good-bye now and get back to
that crazy job | have,” | said.

“Be grateful that you have a job to go to,” he replied.
We walked to the door and went outside. | hoped he
wasn't setting me up for something. I'm somewhat of a
pushover when | like someone and | was beginning to
take a liking to this stranger.

As we said good-bye I told him | hoped we'd meet
again soon. He nodded and said, “Who knows? It really
is a small world.” He turned, waved and left.

I walked back toward my office. All during lunch | felt
an aura of kindness and, strangely enough, power around
Gideon. Now back in the sunlight, the apparent mystery
seemed to vanish.

The afternoon passed smoothly without as many diffi-
culties as the morning. Several times | glanced through
the window into the parking lot where I'd first seen
Gideon. Perhaps, we'd meet again.

There was going to be a little dinner party at my house
this evening. Just a few friends and neighbors getting
together to enjoy each other’s company. It was beginning
to get dark. Possibly a storm was on the way, | thought.
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You never can tell with the weather these days. | decided
to leave early to reach home before the rain came.

I was about to pull into my driveway when all the drive-
way lights went out. | thought, perhaps, the impending
storm had something to do with it. Then the storm broke.
Such fury of wind and rain I've rarely seen. The rain was a
sheet of white water alternating with the reflection of bril-
liant flashes of lightning. The blasts of thunder reminded
me of the legends of the gods on Mount Olympus hurl-
ing thunderbolts at their enemies. | could hardly see as |
drove up the driveway and, since the electricity was out,
I couldn’t open the garage door either. After parking the
car, | rushed into the house, getting drenched in the few
seconds it took me to do so.

All was dark inside except for the areas lit by the few
candles Mardai had found. Our dinner guests arrived and
we made the best of a poor situation. We ate by candle-
light and marveled at the many faces of nature.

“It seems really strange to me, John,” one of the guests
remarked.

“What seems strange?” | asked.

“The fury and nature of this storm. I just telephoned
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a neighbor down the street and he said that it didn't
rain there.”

“Didn't rain there? A few blocks away? How can
that be?”

“And all their lights are on,” he continued.

It was strange to see a storm that occurred in only a
few square blocks. For no apparent reason | thought of
Gideon. Immediately there was a blinding flash of light-
ning and all our lights came back on. We discussed the
storm for a little while longer. Personally, | seemed to
connect it with something having to do with Gideon. Yet,
that made no sense.
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Chapter Three

wo weeks had passed since | last saw Gideon.

Things at the office seemed a little worse and busi-
ness was not getting any better. Our newly-invented device
was not selling as we'd expected. We were fast approach-
ing another financial crisis. In the past few years, it began
to seem as though my life had been a journey from crisis
to crisis with only brief pauses in between. Then, unex-
pectedly, | had to make a trip to the Midwest.
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A potential account we had been courting for the past
six months suddenly exhibited tremendous interest in our
product. It would be a short trip, just two days. All travel
and hotel arrangements made, it was soon time to leave.

No matter how many times I've flown, there’s always a
sense of excitement as | approach an airport. The noise of
the jets generate thoughts of faraway places that intrigue
me, but this was a business trip and all my thoughts had
to be concentrated on the matter at hand.

After a pleasant flight, it was but a short cab ride to my
hotel. | would be ready in the morning for my meeting
with Mr. Seymour, the head of the company. | had never
met Mr. Seymour in person but hoped he would receive
my proposal in a favorable manner. A good night's rest
and | would be raring to go, | thought. As | was filling out
the necessary registration form, the desk clerk smiled and
said, “We have a message for you, Mr. H.” | opened the
note. It stated simply that M. Tarkas would meet me later.
Perhaps it was Mr. Seymour’s idea to send someone to
meet me.

I went to my room, unpacked my small overnight bag
and took a quick shower. Then | phoned home to let
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everyone know I'd arrived safely. When it was time for
dinner, I went down to the dining room. As | was walking
across the lobby, a lady stepped up to me and said, “Hi!
I'm Marla Tarkas. You're John!”

“Should I know you?” | asked, momentarily startled.

“Gideon told me you'd be here and asked that | offer
my help.”

Ah, here we go, | thought. Gideon again. And | hadn't
seen him in weeks. Who was this woman, anyway? How
had Gideon known about my trip? Perhaps, he had called
my office and someone had mentioned it to him. But my
secretary never gives out that kind of information. | must
admit that | resembled a giant question mark as | stood
there looking at Marla.

She smiled at me sweetly. “May | join you for dinner?
We'll talk more then.” | nodded numbly and we went to
the dining room. When we were seated, | looked at Marla
with evident discomfort.

She was beautiful but had a distant look, as if deep in
thought. Her eyes were blue and her hair seemed to reflect
a golden glow. She appeared to be perhaps 25 or so, but
certainly not more than 30.
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“How long have you known Gideon?” | asked.

“Oh, for ages,” she said, smiling.

“I haven't seen him in weeks. And | really don't know
Gideon that well. Had lunch with him once. Are you
good friends?”

“He’s one of my closest friends. We've been through a
lot together.”

“I wonder how Gideon knew about my trip,” | said,
hoping that Marla would shed some light on this. But all
she said was, “Gideon knows many things and has his
own ways of finding out.”

I rolled this around in my mind for a few seconds, but
could make no sense of it. Then | asked, “Do you work
around here?”

“Not too far away.”

“What's the name of your company?”

“You probably never heard of it, but it's called G & M
Enterprises, Inc. I'm in the PR Department.”

“Isn’t that the same company Gideon works for?”

“Yes, but he’s in a different department,” she replied.

It was now all clear to me. Gideon and Marla knew
each other because they worked for the same company.
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Gideon found out, one way or another, about my trip,
called Marla and asked her to help me. He was only try-
ing to repay a favor. It was so simple. Yet, why go to such
extremes to repay a small favor? All | did was help him to
get his car started, or so | thought.

The rest of dinner was spent telling Marla about my
meeting with Mr. Seymour in the morning and the large
contract my company hoped to land. We even talked a
bit about the state of the economy. When we were through
with dinner, she insisted on paying the bill. | objected,
but she wouldn't hear of it. “You're my guest, John,” she
simply said.

As we left the table, she wished me success with my
meeting the next day. | thanked her politely for dinner
and for the time she had spent with me. Then she men-
tioned something about my receiving a phone call later
that evening and was gone before | could question her.
Since | wasn't expecting any phone calls, | was puzzled.
Perhaps | thought, I'd misunderstood and Marla herself
would call later.

| returned to my room, relaxed and read for a while.
Whenever | travel, | always take along a few good books.
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This trip was no exception, so | stayed up and read while
waiting for the phone call Marla had mentioned.

It was getting late and | needed a good night's rest to
be fresh and ready to go in the morning. No phone call
yet. | definitely must have misunderstood Marla. Think-
ing of what the following day would bring, | put away my
book, turned off the lights and fell asleep. And as | slept,
| dreamed.

In my dream, | went to a nearby city. There was an
appointment | had to keep so, after locating the correct
building, | went in. Behind a long desk sat a young lady
whom | assumed was the receptionist. She looked up at
me and before | could tell her the purpose of my visit she
said, “Please wait. | must leave for a few minutes,” and she
was gone. While | waited for her return the phone rang. |
hoped it would stop, at least until she returned, but it kept
on and on as if determined to have me answer it.

When | could no longer ignore the ringing | finally
picked up the receiver, if only to tell the other party that
the receptionist would be back later. “Hello,” | said. A
friendly voice on the other end spoke, “Hi! Good morn-
ing. May | speak with Mr. Seymour, please?”
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“I'm sorry, sir. The receptionist just stepped away from
her desk for a short while. In fact, I'm awaiting her return,”
| said.

“Please, could you ask her when she returns to give
Mr. Seymour a message for me?” he asked.

“Why certainly,” | said, nervously trying to help.

“Please ask her to tell Mr. Seymour that Godfrey called.
I've been talking with the Wittersham account and they
are extremely interested. Mr. Wittersham himself is on
his way over and will sign all necessary papers.” | agreed
to convey his message for which he thanked me and hung
up. When the receptionist returned, | gave her the mes-
sage. She then asked me to follow her and we went into
an office where a distinguished looking gentleman was
sitting at his desk. He rose and introduced himself. “I'm
Seymour,” he said. “Please sit.”

Mr. Seymour told me that his company would buy our
products if one of his largest accounts, the Wittersham
Company, agreed to distribute them. He told me a little
about Mr. Wittersham and how the Wittersham Com-
pany grew from a small beginning to become one of the
largest in its industry. Wittersham, it seemed, was from
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the old school, conservative, had little patience and was a
hard man to deal with. The only topic that he was ever
interested in was the sea and he would literally spend
hours talking about it.

Mr. Seymour was pleased that | had come. “Make sure
you tell Wittersham about your early days by the ocean,”
he said, and all of a sudden the dream ended and | was
awake in bed. It was a most vivid dream and thinking
about it kept me awake for quite some time.

Finally, it was morning and | got up and prepared for
my meeting with Mr. Seymour. After breakfast, | took a cab
to his office. All the buildings were tall and clustered together
in what appeared to be the main commercial area of the
city. | paid my fare and walked into the building where
Seymour’s office was located. Without much waiting, | was
ushered in to see him. The expression on my face was one
of pure astonishment when | discovered that the real Mr.
Seymour and the Mr. Seymour of my dream were exactly
alike in physical features. | had never seen this man before
and the coincidence seemed remarkable.

We talked for a while about my company’s new prod-
uct. He would be willing to do some business with us he
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said, but that would depend on one of his largest dis-
tributors. There was a knock at the door and an assistant
rushed in and whispered to Mr. Seymour. Seymour smiled,
looked at me and said, “I'm told that old James Witter-
sham just arrived and he’s insisting on seeing me imme-
diately.” He turned to the assistant who stood awaiting
his reply and asked her to show Mr. Wittersham in.

At first glance, Wittersham hardly seemed friendly.
He gave a quick nod when | was introduced and started
talking immediately. “Look now, Seymour. | don't have
much time. Tell me about this product you want me
to handle.”

The whole scene appeared to be a replay of my dream
from last night. I finally grew brave enough to look Mr.
Wittersham straight in the eye and say, “Sir, perhaps |
could be of some help. I'm from the company that manu-
factures the machine we're discussing. If you could give
me five minutes of your time, I'll explain why our prod-
uct is so good.”

“Good? | don't want good! Damn! | want the best.”

“I was just being modest. It's the best on the market.”

Wittersham was a study in marble. Deep lines creased
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his face as he looked from me to Seymour and said, “Let’s
get on with it then.”

I spent the next few minutes explaining all the benefits
of our product. Wittersham appeared utterly unimpressed.
Finally, in exasperation and in an effort to clutch at straws,
I remembered my dream about Wittersham and the sea
and concluded, “So you see, Mr. Wittersham, we make
an excellent product. Incidentally, | wish you would visit
our manufacturing facilities on the East Coast. Some lovely
restaurants by the sea.” He quickly looked at me and
asked, “By the sea? Do you go there often?”

“Ohyes!” | responded, “I love to go down to the sea.”

“I wish the ocean was closer to us,” he mused. Pursu-
ing the only possibility afforded me | said, “I was born
not too far from the ocean. | spent many years of my life
a stone’s throw from the mighty Atlantic. I'd awake every
morning to the sound of breakers. I'd watch the sea change
from a silvery white in the morning to a deep dark blue in
late afternoon.” Seymour was looking at me and | could
feel the frustration in his gaze as we discussed the sea.
But the change on Wittersham's face was amazing. Gone
was the scowl and he was now smiling.
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“We must speak more about the sea one of these days,”
said Wittersham. “I myself am an old salt.” Turning to
Seymour, Wittersham continued, “Seymour, | like this
young man. I'll be happy to have my company distribute
your product.” Then he abruptly got up, said good-bye
and left.

| could hardly contain myself. After so many months
we'd finally landed one of the largest accounts in this
business. Seymour would now take on our product
because his largest distributor wanted it. The dark clouds
of depression were lifting and my spirit had already taken
wings. | couldn’t wait to tell them about it back home.

Seymour and | continued our conversation but it was
now in a lighter vein. We talked about boyhood days when
I stood on the shores of the Atlantic and gazed as far as the
eye could see. How the passing of tramp steamers with
smoke stained stacks would carry my thoughts to distant
shores. How the tall ships with billowing, white sails would
conjure up visions of mystic climes and far-off places. |
told him of the many times | stood by a tree on the beach
wondering if there were other boys standing on other
shores looking out and wondering, just as | was doing.
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I told him it was the song of the sea that lured me from
my birthplace, led me through tropic isles with balmy
breezes and finally set me down in the northeast portion
of the United States. He smiled as | mentioned the song
of the sea and how the thought of the trade winds still
strongly calls to me, somewhat like the singing of the
sirens to a tired Ulysses.

Finally it was time to leave. Seymour agreed to have all
the necessary documents signed and sent to me within a
few days. He promised to work very closely with us to
make the project a success. We said good-bye and | took
my leave of him and returned to the hotel. It had been an
exciting morning.

Marla was waiting for me in the lobby. “I trust you had
a productive morning,” she said with a quick smile.

“Very productive,” | replied, and as an after-thought
mentioned that no one had called me last evening.

“Of course you got the call,” she replied with a wink.

“No! Nobody called me last night,” | insisted, some-
what puzzled.

“Didn't you receive a call for a Mr. Seymour? And wasn't
a Mr. Wittersham discussed? And didn’t the call contain
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important information which you used during your meet-
ing today? Have you forgotten your dream?”

I almost fell over. I'd told no one about my dream, not
that there was anyone to tell, anyway. Yet Marla knew
about it. In fact, it seemed she knew exactly what dream
I was going to have that night. | stared at her in awe. She
seemed in some ways so similar to Gideon, especially in
the way she said things. Noticing my discomfort, she
calmly said, “Don’t be alarmed. You'll understand more
soon. Your flight leaves at six, so I'll pick you up at four.
This way, we'll have enough time to get you to your plane.”
Before I could answer, she turned, waved and was gone.

Puzzled and intrigued by the turn of events, | went to
my room, packed my things, relaxed for a while to think
over the events of the day and promptly fell asleep, thus
missing lunch. When | awoke, it was almost four o'clock,
so | quickly collected my things and went down to the
lobby to check out and await Marla’s arrival. | tried to put
out of my mind any thoughts about her and Gideon and
their strange ways.

Marla was punctual and we made it to the airport in
record time. In spite of the rush hour traffic, it almost
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seemed as if vehicles moved out of the way for us. Before
saying good-bye, Marla mentioned she was extremely
happy to have been of some help to me, that any friend of
Gideon’s was a friend of hers and it wouldn't be too long
before all of us met again. | thanked her, wished her well,
and boarded my flight.

Much as | tried to push Marla and Gideon out of my
mind, thoughts of their strange ways haunted me and
raised a thousand questions during the flight. | finally
managed to engross myself in one of the in-flight maga-
zines, knowing that in a few hours I'd be home.



Chapter Four

n my way to the office the following morning,

I couldn’t help but reflect on the events of the
past few days. Without a doubt, the trip was an amaz-
ing success. | wondered whether Mr. Wittersham would
have agreed to distribute our products had it not been
for the conversation about the sea. And how would |
ever have thought about talking of the ocean had it not
been for the meeting I'd dreamt about? In a never-ending

37



John Harricharan

circle these thoughts raised more questions about Gideon
and Marla. The more | thought of it, the more complex
it seemed.

The sound of a car horn woke me from my reverie. It
was an old Volkswagen passing me on the left. | briefly
wondered why the driver sounded his horn, since | was
already in the right lane. As it passed me, however, |
noticed the word “GIDEON” on its license plate. My
attention diverted, | almost ran into a telephone post.
This is crazy, | thought.

Within minutes of my arrival at the office, the tele-
phone rang. It was my private line. The ringing startled
me since it was still only seven in the morning and | wasn't
expecting any calls so early. Only three people had the
number for my private line: one was Mardai and the other
two were extremely close friends. | picked up the hand-
set. It was Gideon.

“How did you get this number?” | asked.

“Shouldn't you first ask how I'm doing?” he answered.

Dutifully | asked, “How are you Gideon?” followed
quickly by, “How did you get this number?”

“I'm sure you have a lot of questions and that's why |
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called. Listen, John, we'll meet in the park at lunch time
and I'll explain everything.” He hung up — as abruptly
as that.

Atfirst, | thought I'd ignore the incident and stay as far
away from these people as possible, but my curiosity got
the best of me and | relented.

It was almost noon when | left the office for the short
walk to the park. Gideon, hopefully, would be there to
provide some explanations for the perplexing things that
had occurred. It was a lovely, sunny day. Cradled by the
warmth, | felt like sitting under a tree and practicing
changing the shapes of clouds. | found it both exciting
and relaxing at the same time. You pick a small cloud at
first and then try to mold it in your mind into various
vapory sculptures. As you become more proficient, you
choose larger and larger clouds. You may even want to
vaporize them entirely or create new ones where there
weren't any before. It is amazing how easily it works
with practice.

Arriving at the park, | picked a spot under a large oak
tree, where a bench was located. | sat down and waited
for Gideon while observing the birds and squirrels. It was
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peaceful and, strangely, almost other-worldly beautiful. A
blue jay was pecking at a piece of bread someone had
dropped, and the wind ran races through the growing
grass. Except for me, there wasn't anyone else in the park.
A voice interrupted, “Hope | haven't kept you waiting
long.” Startled, I turned around and there was Gideon.
“Funny, | didn't see you approaching,” | said.

This time he was dressed in a sailor’s uniform, as if
he had been out sailing. He sat down next to me on the
bench and began biting into an apple he'd brought along.

“Aren’t you hungry?” he asked.

“No, I'm going to skip lunch today.”

“Are you sure? | have another apple, if you like.”

“No, thank you.”

We both sat for a while in silence before | blurted out,
“How did you know about my trip? How did you get my
telephone number and anyway, who is Marla?”

“Slow down, John. One question at a time. You've been
wondering about how | know certain things. Let me tell
you. | know many things. You know them, too. However,
you just don't remember them. Some of us remember
much more than others. Think again of how many things
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you have known without ever being able to figure out
how you knew them.”

“Is that all? Are you a psychic or something like that?
You see things before they happen? | know a lady who
could do that.”

“That, | am, too. But much more is involved. It's one
way of explaining it.”

“You're more than a psychic? Who are you? What are
you?”

He looked at me quizzically with a semi-pleased expres-
sion on his bearded face. “Of course I'm more than a
psychic,” he said. “l am Gideon. | am who I am. lam I.”

| had come here for answers, not to listen to more
riddles. Those were answers any schoolboy could give. |
was determined more than ever, to get to the bottom of
this. “Who is this Marla Tarkas?” | asked.

“Did you like her? | hoped you would. An extremely
fine energy form she is.”

“And an extremely fine physical form, too. But who is
she? What's this business that you people are involved
in? Is this a cult?”

He became much more serious now. “No, John, not a
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cult as you would think. There are some of us who are
involved in certain types of work that are different from
the ones you have been accustomed to. We are joined
together by bonds that go back into eternity. Marla is
one. So am | and, of course, so are you.”

I stopped him right there. “It's fine for you and Marla
to be ... well ... whatever you are or want to be, but
leave me out of this.” | was becoming somewhat annoyed
and uncomfortable with his answers, but he continued.
“You know me as Gideon. And that | am. But a name
doesn't tell much. | am what is called, a ‘helper of man-
kind." | come from way before your time and go far beyond
your guess. | come from anytime and anyplace and could
go anywhere and anywhen.”

| sat glued to the wooden bench. | had known that
he was strange, but not this strange. | never really took
him too seriously before, but now he was dead serious.
On occasion, | did wonder how he knew things about
me and my work that | hadn't told him. I'd heard about
such people before. | had also not discounted the possi-
bility of meeting one, in fact, | had hoped that | would
someday. Yet, when one sits next to you on a park bench,
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your initial reaction is to run away — and as fast as
possible. But sitting there with him, | actually felt an
aura of tremendous power around him and thought |
should probably give this encounter a bit more serious
consideration.

“You speak as if you're from another world, Gideon.
You also seem to have strange abilities and powers. Why
are you spending so much time with me? What do you
want from me?”

“My abilities are no stranger than yours or anyone
else’s. They may appear strange to you because you do
not understand them. When you understand natural law,
nothing is strange, nothing is a miracle. | have been
around helping others for ages. Or better yet, through-
out time. There is an old earth saying that goes, ‘When
the student is ready, the teacher will appear.’ You're
ready, so here | am.”

“Who? Me, a student? | wasn't looking for a teacher.
I've had my share of teachers and don't want to take any
more exams. As it is these days, | am already being tested
to the limit. Teachers and students imply tests.”

“So you think you've learned everything and have no
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further need for teachers? If you're so brilliant, how come
your financial empire is falling apart? Listen. All of life is
an examination, a learning and testing experience, if you
will. You examine and test yourself constantly. A little
help now and then wouldn't hurt, you know. There are
things | still can teach you. No, let me rephrase. There
are things | could lead you to learn. Things I could help
you to remember.”

Part of me really wanted to believe him. The other part
was the scientific, analytical part which was very cautious.
That part said that he was crazy. And yet, I've seen few
men who appeared to be more sane than he.

“Show me something — a small miracle or so, and I'll
believe what you're saying.”

“Believe and I'll show you. You have things reversed,
John. I see we have a lot of work to do.”

Ina quick change of direction, | asked, “Where's your
car? Where are you parked?”

“There are many other ways of traveling. | don't really
need a car.”

Again he was lying, | thought. The first time | met him,
he was in a car.
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As if reading my thoughts, he said, “When you saw me
the first time, | did have a vehicle. | needed something to
get your attention. So the car, the engine problem, the lifted
hood . . . all props, all effects for your sake. You wouldn't
have stopped to talk with me any other way.”

All this in such a short time was becoming too much
for me to absorb. As | mentioned earlier, it had always
been my desire to meet someone like him. In books and
dreams | had come across some, but here and now in
a park in this small town? This was an entirely dif-
ferent matter. And why did he pick me? He still hadn’t
answered that to my satisfaction. | was quiet for a
few moments.

Gideon continued, “I have known you for eons, for mil-
lennia. You are a challenge to me. One part of you accepts
these ideas totally and with full understanding. Then there
is the other part of you that sees only with eyes and hears
only with ears. That part tries to analyze, rationalize and
compromise. You are a man of many parts, Mr. H.”

Gideon'’s reference to knowing me for ages was a sur-
prise, but | had read about such things before and chose
not to pursue it at this point. Not being in a big hurry to
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return to the office, | thought that I'd listen to a little
more of what he had to say.

He spoke of seeing with the inner eye and of hearing
with the inner ear. That all life forms were connected to
one another by invisible ties. That the universe was like a
spider’'s web, where thought or action in one area affected
the entire fabric. | listened, fascinated by the new possi-
bilities he brought to my mind. Finally, he said, “It was
good seeing you again, John. We will continue our dis-
cussion at a later date. Meanwhile, keep an open mind. |
bid you a fond adieu.”

I looked at him and then at my watch. When | glanced
up again, he was gone. It couldn’t have been more than a
second later yet, he was nowhere to be seen. Perhaps |
had fallen asleep on the park bench and dreamed it all.
But no! A few yards away was an apple core he had left for
the birds. It was time to return to the more mundane
aspects of life, so | got up and walked back to the office.
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Chapter Five

he days rolled slowly by, summer blending into

autumn. Those lovely, lazy, fall days when all you

want to do is sit under a tree and dream of far-off horizons

and distant shores. | hadn’t seen or heard from Gideon in
awhile and wondered what had become of him.

Although he'd made a strong impression on me, | pre-

ferred not to analyze it. | was somewhat familiar with what
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he'd said, since | had read books about these ideas. |
even had some friends who were considered to be psy-
chically gifted, but still Gideon had a different effect on
me. He'd spoken of the awesome potential of the human
mind and of how we only used a small portion of it. He'd
pointed out that most people were content to be left in
their misery and that these same people refused to see
the very light that would change their misery to joy. |
could almost hear his voice again as he spoke to me that
day in the park.

A close friend of the family would be visiting soon.
June Mareena Ridley was a very special friend. She was a
clairvoyant, a person who could see events before they
happened. At parties and get-togethers, she would do
“mind stuff” that never ceased to amaze everyone.

I met her many years ago when | was completing a gradu-
ate business degree, part-time, at a major university. | had
just finished my last class of the evening and was leaving
when a poster on the bulletin board caught my attention.
It stated that the internationally renowned psychic, June
M. Ridley, would be giving a l